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About this event: 
 

 

Course Title: Understanding assessment and improving delivery in International Advanced 
Subsidiary/Advanced Level Business 

 
Course Code: YBS11-20IF1 

 
 

Aims and objectives of the event: 
 
 Gain an insight into assessment objectives: what they are and why they are used in 

examination papers. 

 Consider recent question papers and learn which types of questions match the different 

assessment objectives. 

 Examine different assessment objectives, considering how questions in these areas have 

been answered. 

 Provide strategies for teaching to try and make sure students can access questions targeting 

different assessment objectives. 

 Explore the support and resources available from Pearson. 

 Have the opportunity to network, discuss best practice and share ideas with other teachers. 
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Agenda: 
 

Time Item 

 
 

 
Agenda & introductions 

  
Assessment Objectives (AOs) 

 ‘Explain…’ questions with two activities 
Coffee break 

  
‘Analyse…’ questions with activity 

 
 

 
Finish 
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Activity 1: Which AOs? 
The command words used in Units 1–4 are listed below. Place them in 
the table (below) to show which Assessment Objectives (AOs) they 
target (note: some command words target more than one Assessment 
Objective). 

Command words used in IAL Business: 

‘Analyse’, ‘Assess’, ‘Calculate’, ‘Construct’, ‘Define’, ‘Discuss’, ‘Explain’, 
‘Evaluate’. 

 
AO1 

Knowledge 
AO2 

Application 
AO3 

Analysis 
AO4 

Evaluation 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



Activity 2a: Build a question 
October 2019 Paper 1 (WBS11/01), Extract C: 
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Activity 2a: Build a question 
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October 2019 Paper 1 (WBS11/01), Extract D: 
 



Activity 2a: Build a question 
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1.3.3 Marketing Mix and Strategy 



Activity 2a: Build a question 
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1.3.3 Marketing Mix and Strategy (continued) 



Activity 2a: Build a question 
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Using the two extracts on pages 5 & 6 and the specification on pages 7 
& 8, create two 4 mark ‘Explain one reason…’ questions. 

 
 

Question 1: 
 
Explain one reason………………….................... 

 
………………………………………………………. 

 
………………………………………………………. 

Question 2: 

Explain one reason…………………..…………… 
 
………………………………………………………. 

 
………………………………………………………. 

 
Discuss each of the questions you have written with the other delegates 
on your table. 

 
Select the best question from those discussed on your table. 



Activity 2b: Create an answer 
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‘Explain…’ mark scheme 
October 2019 Paper 1 (WBS11/01), Question 2(b) 



Activity 2b: Create an answer 
‘Explain…’ Exemplar 1: 
October 2019 Paper 1 (WBS11/01), Question 2(b) 
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AO1 = /1 
AO2 = /2 
AO3 = /1 
Total Mark = 



Activity 2b: Create an answer 
‘Explain…’ Exemplar 2: 
October 2019 Paper 1 (WBS11/01), Question 2(b) 
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AO1 = /1 
AO2 = /2 
AO3 = /1 
Total Mark = 



Activity 3: Which response is the best? 
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June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01), Extract C: 
 
 



Activity 3: Which response is the best? 
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June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01), Question 2(c) mark scheme: 
 
 



Activity 3: Which response is the best? 
June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01), Question 2(c) Exemplar 1: 
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Total Mark = 



Activity 3: Which response is the best? 
June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01), Question 2(c) Exemplar 2: 
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Total Mark = 



Activity 3: Which response is best? 
June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01), Question 2(c) Exemplar 3: 
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Total Mark = 



Activity 4: Find the level 
June 2019 Paper 1 (WBS11/01) Extracts A & B: 
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Activity 4: Find the level 
June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01) Question 1(d) mark scheme: 
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Activity 4: Find the level 
June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01) Question 1(d) mark scheme: 
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Activity 4: Find the level 
June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01) Question 1(d) Exemplar 1: 
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Overall Level = Overall Mark = 



Activity 4: Find the level 
June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01) Question 1(d) Exemplar 2: 
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Overall Level = Overall Mark = 



Activity 4: Find the level 
June 2019 Paper 2 (WBS12/01) Question 1(d) Exemplar 3: 
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Overall Level = Overall Mark =



Activity 5: Better balance 
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Personal learning: 
 

 

Things to do: 
 
• Make sure that you recognise that the levels of response questions will be marked according 

to a line of best fit across all four of the Assessment Objectives or ‘AOs’ contained 
within the level descriptor. 

 
• Make sure you know what each command word requires students to do and which AOs it 

targets. 
 
• Use the examiners’ reports and annotated worked exemplars on the Edexcel website to help 

your students prepare. 
 
• Use the Getting Started Guide (available on the Pearson website) to understand the breadth 

and scope of the specification. 
 

Things to avoid: 
 
• Do not use questions from the old specification, unless you change the command word and 

mark tariff to match question style from the new specification. 
 
• Be careful about where the specification content is now placed. Just because the specification 

content as a whole has not really changed, there has been movement of content from Unit 1 
to Unit 2 – make sure that you update your lesson plans to reflect this. This is especially 
important in Units 1 and 2. 

 
• Make sure you understand what units are available when, and when the IAS and IAL can be 

awarded. 
 
 
 

Your ideas: 
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